
Hello young readers! 
Welcome to the Spring 2014 edition of our ‘Lark Junior’ for 
children. This edition will focus on barn owls.

          
Amazing Facts about Barn Owls!
There are some important words missing from these facts about barn owls. See if you 
can match the correct word to the correct fact.

1. Barn owls do not ________- they screech.

2. In the wild a barn owl will live for an average of 2 years, however, in captivity they can 
live for up to ________ years!

3. Barn owls are ________, meaning they wake up just before dusk and go back to bed just 
before the sun comes up. If you see one during the day you are very lucky as it will have 
decided it does not like it’s current sleeping spot and is looking for a nicer bed.

4. Female barn owls are ________ bigger than males.

5. The ________ name for a barn owl is Tyto Alba.

6. The best place to see a barn owl is in the ________ country, along field edges, 
riverbanks and roadside verges.

7. It is against the law to hunt barn owl’s if you get caught, you could be fined ________

8. Barn owls don’t have ________ feathers and therefore do not fly in  the rain. Wind also 
poses a problem as they rely on hearing for hunting. Pro-longed rainfall is DEADLY for 
barn owls and they are forced to hunt on clear days . Therefore, during this extremely 
wet Winter you may spot one flying over fields during the day !
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The Countryside Restoration Trust is committed to wildlife-friendly 
farming and aims to protect and restore Britain’s countryside.

Why do owls never go 
courting in the rain?

Because it’s too 
wet to woo!

Why was the owl sent 
home from school?

Because he 
didn’t give a 

hoot!
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Owl Pellets                                                   

Barn owls eat mainly small mammals like voles, shrews and mice and will eat an average of 4 
a night! As owls often swallow their prey whole, the parts which cannot be broken down are 
coughed up in the form of an owl pellet. If you find an owl pellet you can dissect it to find 
tiny bones of mammals and other small parts to work out what they ate for dinner !

Things to Do

Chocolate Owl Pellet Recipe
Have a go at making your own tasty chocolate owl pellet 
recipe. Please do remember to always ask a grown up to help 
you when you’re in the kitchen, especially when using the hob! 

Ingredients
- 250ml double cream
- 325g best quality milk chocolate chopped into even sized chunks
- 1/2 packet of finely crushed digestive biscuits
- Cocoa powder, sifted
- Desicated coconut for covering (optional)

Method
1. In a heavy-based saucepan bring the cream up to simmering point.
2. Cut the chocolate into evenly sized chunks and place into a glass mixing bowl.
3. Pour the simmered cream onto the chocolate and mix well until the chocolate has melted 
and is smooth and glossy.
4. Finely crush the digestive biscuits (a fun and easy way of doing this is to wrap the biscuits 
in cling film or put in a freezer bag and crush to fine crumbs with a rolling pin). Add the 
crushed biscuits to the chocolate mixture as required until the mixture holds together.
4. Place in a cool place to cool and firm-up.
5. Once cooled, take teaspoons of the mixture, roll into small balls and dust with the ground 
cocoa powder and coconut.
6. Place aside to set.

Eat and enjoy!

• How about painting / creating a collage picture of a barn owl?

• Imagine the local council are planning to build a main road through fields where Barn 
Owls live and hunt for food. Write a letter trying to persuade the Council to change 
their mind, giving reasons to help protect the barn owls.

• WEATHER WATCH – Keep a record of how many days and nights we have wet and 
windy weather.These will be days and nights a barn owl will be going without food!

• Make our choclate owl pellet recipe ! For human consumption only!


